4

Estreno28.2 (otoho2002)

tion at Britain'sNationalTheatrein
1971)is a long,wild two-handerabout
the battlefor power and supremacyin
life. ElijhaMaharplaysa white man
The American Premiereof ltziar
The Emperorwho crash lands
called
Pascual'sHoliday Out (Postcardfrom
island and discoversits
remote
a
on
the Sea) at the Cabaret Theatre at
The Architect
inhabitant,
other
only
Rutgers,the StateUniversityof New
(Derrick DemetriusParker),a black
Jersey,on APril 16, 2002, was exceP
man who apPearsto be a simPle,
tional. Producedand directed bY
primitivesoul. Arrabalturnsthe Rob
Michael Schlick, the PlaY featured
insonCrusoestoryon its ear,though,
asMariaSoledad
CeorginaRichardson
The Architect becoming The
with
Bravo Cuimaraes. The PlaY,whose
at times and lordingit over
Emperor
title is a pun on the HolidayInn hotel
to have the tablesturned
only
him,
chain, is about the end of Soledad's
ip reversed.
relationsh
masterAlave
and
firstvacationsinceher mother'sdeath'
tosses
Arrabal
in
Poetry, eroticism,
as Soledad
As Soledad (whose name means GeorginaRichardson
religion
cross-dressing,
games-plaYin8,
HolidaYOut.
ftziarPascual's
solitude)returnsfrom an idyllic vacaresultstew,
the
into
cannibalism
and
premiere,CabaretTheatre,
tion at the Holiday Hotel resort,she American
lanoutrageous,
of
dish
fiery
in
a
ing
APril 2OO2.Dir.
runsinto troubleas soon as she steps New Brunswick,NJ,
theatre
absurdist
guage-drenched,
PhyllisZatlin'
off the plane. She is distressednot MichaelSchlick.Photo:
which goesdown like a PePPeryPaeand
only by the end of her vacation
in whichSoledad l l a .
havingto returnto work the next day, (duringa monologue
anti-smoking Celayadirectsthe actorswith flair
mother's
her
recalled
but alsoby the cold, wet weatherthat
lounge and energy,and coaxesdaring perforgreetsher. To top it all off, her cinna- lectures)and evokeda chaise
hat,which mancesout of them. Set, costumes,
mon rollsarecrushed,and her luggage at the beach;and Soledad's
"window"
of a lighting,music,and soundareequally
throws out the
has been lost. Soledadresolvesto she
"taxi"
(two chairs side bY side) as a colorful and effective,resultingin a
wait at the claimscounter until her
the productionthat is a feastfor all the
is found. Duringher hoursof liberatinggestureat the end of
suitcase
senses.
waiting,Soledadresortsto chainsmok- play.
HollYStagesTheatre Center.
gave
the
translation
Zatlin's
Phyllis
andarguingwith
ing,talkingto herself,
1
2l2OO2l.
MaY
4
through
the word play wood, April
the claimsclerkandthe securityofficer audiencea goodfeel forol
learnedto
name.
who has found contrabandin a suit- on Soledad's
WilliardManus
to eat
learned
I
solo,
sunbathe,
casesimilarto hers.
lWhat's IJP Magazine9 APril 2OO2l
a secondYear dinner,solo,"Soledadsaysas partof a
CeorginaRichardson,
Excerptreprintedwith permission
learningto be
theaterartsmajor at RutgersUniversi- long monologueon
a referenceto
ty, gave a brilliant performanceas a alone(in Spanish,solo,
woman whose life is changedbY an her name).
Richardson,
After the Performance,
everydayoccurrence.Shedisplayeda
questions
took
Pascual
wide range of emotionsas Soledad Schlick, and
helP of
the
with
oscillatedbetweenextremesof anger, from the audience
in
program
Rutgers's
interpretersfrom
and resolve.
self-PitY,
nostalgia,
interPretation.
MichaelSchlick'sdirectionbrought translationand
Soledad'
out the best in Richardson's
BethanYM. KorPand NYdiaOtero
(inspired
Soledad's
by
He usedmusic
RutgersUniversitY
monologueor mood) and lighting
changesto break uP the one-woman
play into severalscenes.He also had
(reading The Architect and The EmPeror
openingmonologue
Soledad's
of Assyria
alouda postcardshehaswritten)done
blackout.
a
as a voiceoverduring
DemetriusParkerand Elijha
Abra- Derrick
Thanks to director/translator
Although Soledad was the onlY
Mahar in The Architectand The
the rarechance
character,she conversedwith other ham Celaya,we have
StagesTheatre
Emperorof AssYria,
surrealist
Spanish
the
play
by
a
to
see
set
the
by
peoplewho were indicated
HollYwood,CA, 2002. Dir'
Center,
(suchasa counterfor the claimsclerk)' FernandoArrabal. The Architect and
AbrahamCelaYa.Photo:David
(which was
Otherpropson the simplesetincluded The Emperorof AssYria
Seigle.
Englishtranslaa luggage cart that became a seat performedin a different

The American Premiereof Holiday Out

